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Introduction

The Northamptonshire Biological Record Centre (NBRC) is a nofor profit, impartial,

independent provider of biodiversity and geodiversity information. The centre
launched in 2006 for the custodianship and provision of biological data in

Northamptonshire . The centre is one of nearlyfifty county -based Local Environmental
Records Centres operating across the UK whose collective aim is to support biological
recording, data curation and provision of environmental information for decision -
making. The centre acts in collaboration with other regional local record centres
including regular representation at East of England LERC regional meetings.

Great Yarmouth

Lomesion

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown
copyright and database right 2012

The NBRC arecurrent members of the national Association of Local Environmental

Records Centres (ALERC), the National Biodiversity Network (NBNhe National Forum

for Biological Recording (NFBR),GeoConservationUK,and t he countyds Bi
Partnership and Local Nature Partnership

The record centre Steering Group, is Chaired by Dr. Duncan McCollin, Senior Lecturer,
University of Northampton and comprised of a range of interested parties
repr esenting service level partners including statutory bodies and local councils,
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environmental charities, biological recorders and researchers. The group meets
three times a year to oversee and s upport NBRC strategic direction.

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
(wildlife Trust BCN)act as host for the NBRC and we shareheir Northampton Office.

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre
Lings House,

Billing Lings,

Northampton.

NN3 8BE

Tel: 01604 400448
Fax: 01604 784835

E-mail: nbrc@northantsbrc.org.uk

The NBRCwebsite http://www.northantsbrc.org.uk/ includes current organisational
policies and is where newly approved and updated policies are published.
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1.1 NBRCAims & Objectives

Our Vision

A modern, effective & trusted centre for local wildlife recording and biodiversity
Information access

Our Mission Statement

The Centre exists

To champion and support all aspects of biological recording in Northamptonshire,
by;

1 offering a local facility for the collection, validation, verification, collation, storage,
analysis, sharing and use of environmental data;

1 providing access to an effective evidence base to guide strategies, plans and
decisions that have potential to impact on biodiversity; and

1 sharing biodiversity information more widely in order to increase understanding
of the natural environment, and ensure that development and natur al resource
management achieve better, more sustainable outcomes within and beyond the
county.

Our Values

Independent, straightforward, helpful and evidence-led, we are honest, professional,
and impatrtial in the services and support we provide to all. We are committed to:

1 Working collaboratively with others;

T Promoting and wvalwuing the efforts of
organisations that utilise biodiversity information;

1 Being a learning and enabling organisation;

1 Developing our services technical skills and information infrastructure to
continually meet a range of user needs;

1 Conducting our business with integrity in an open, honest, transparent and
accountable way;
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1 Making the most of available information whilst recognising its limitations and
seeking future improvements;

1 Recognising and investing in our staff and volunteers as our greatest resource.

Our Objectives

Ensure access to quality biodiversity information  through developing our skills
and servicesto meet the needs of environmental decision makers, maintaining data
guality and security and continually achieving operational financial security.

Continually enhance the breadth and depth of biological and environmental
information held in our database  through engaging, supporting and de veloping
volunteers skill in recording activity, building effective sharing relationships and
enhancing our database with both recent and historic coverage.

Improve and maintain effective  operational standards, policies, procedures, and
reporting in accordance with National Biodiversity Network (NBN) and Association
of Local Environmental Records Centres (ALER@uidance.
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1.2 Partnerships & Collaboration

NBRC Steering Group

The NBRCSteering Group comprises of representatives from the following partner
organisations & groups. Steering group meetings are held three times annually to
support and guide NBRC operations and strategic direction.

Anglian Water Northamptonshire Natural History

Canal & River Trust Society

Environment Agency Northamptonshire County Recorders

o Natural England
Forestry Commission g

Kelmarsh Hall University of Northampton

Thames Water
Moulton College

: : h North hi il
North Northamptonshire Joint South Northamptonshire Counci

Development & Planning Unit Wildlife Trust of Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire

We hold collaborative data sharing partnerships with the Wildlife Trust of Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire , the People® Trust for Endangered Species and with
the majority of dbdantytetoadenp(thioimckides recerding schemes such
as Butterfly Conservation). A full list of NBRC data sources will be available online and at
request.
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1.3 NBRCStaff

Throughout 2019-20, the centre was managed by Rosalind Johnston and staffed by
Data Officers Nathalie Hueber, James Skinner and Rachel Tatelosh Hellon, Wildlife
BCN Monitoring and Research Manager continues to oversee and provide line
management for all three hosted record centres. With the support of the National
Lottery Heritage Fund, the WILDside project was led and delivered by Project
Coordinator, Ryan Clarkuntil completion in December 2019. The final project report
was prepared with independent external evaluation and made available (from March
2019) on the NBRC website.

Centre Manager
Rosalind Johnston
Data Officers
Nathalie Hueber
James Skinner

Rachel Tate

WILDside Project Coordinator

Ryan Clark

WILDside Aquatic Plants Course as delivered by Nathalie Huebe®Ryan Clark
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Professional Development

The team keep up to date with record centre sector development through accessing
the online forum, attendance of regional meetings and the annual national conference.
All staff hold current and up-to-date First Aid training, this will be renewed as needed
to ensure safe working practice. Through WILDside staff have contributed their
existing knowledge in survey and speciesidentification to the generatio n of records,
as well as engaging, supporting and training of others in these skills.

Conference & Meetings

East of England LER®/eeting (Oct & March) , ALERC Conference, NBN Conference
Local Wildlife Sites Panel Meeting Ox-Cam LNCP Wider Stakeholder Meetings.
Workshops

Staff have attended: Bumblebees, Bsic Ecological Skills 1, Bat Sonogram, Leaf
Beetles, Plant GallsUrban Plants, Weevils, Coppicing (all Wildlife Trust), and Habitat
Indicators Course (NCV & Phase 1) by the Species Recovery Trust.

Staff have delivered the following courses as trainers: Bumblebees, Urban Plants anc
Stoneworts.

Development & Training

CAA Commercial Drone Pilot Licence Renewal Online Technical SpecialistCourses
(Data Camp, Future Learnand W3Schools), WildNet Personal Development Courses

iHasco courses,Project Management for Conservation by WildTeam.

County Recorders & Volunteers

Through 2019-20, three long-term volunteers continued in their support to usin our
digitisation work , as overseen by Rachel Tatand one short-term volunteer was trained
and gave some time to support Nathalie Hueber in LWS citation checks. Our volunteers
collectively gifted 333 hours of their time to these projects and we thank them whole
heartedly for their loyal support.

Digitisation of Northamptonshire historic recording survey cards

We currently have three volunteers working on o ur long running digitisation of paper
surveys asundertakenby t he Wil dl i f e Tranddhersdvmgitbeen 6 s
197008s @Ghd dd®wBer i ng nEhaseihclude habitaOrécording taeds .
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for pond, hedgerow and woodland surveys and many species recording cardscovering
Plants, Bryophytes, Birds, Btterflies, Odonata and Molluscs (amongst others that are
still being discovered through the project ).

Volunteers create scanned copies of the paper records and then digitise the records
into our master-spreadsheet template. The project has been running for over three
years and in this time our dedicated volunteers have managed to scan and digitise
thousands of records for approximately 460 sites. One of our volunteers has, this year,
completed an entire drawer with information for approximately 179 sites entered and
collectively we are at around 55% completion. Once digitised we intend to validate
and incorporate the data for use.

County recorders

We share and exchange records on a regular basis with volunteer county recorders
including; bryophytes (mosses and liverworts), both macro and micro moths,
butterflies, water bugs, diptera (true flies), birds, hymenoptera and amphibians and
reptiles. Regular updates are received covering all these groups, for example during
the year, our county recorder for amphibians and reptiles come into the office and

verified our GCN recordsdue for database incorporation ensuring these are up to date.
Major datasets this year were 2018 & 2019 butterflies (47,000+) records in total and
amazing 28,173 of these received in 2019. Also11,000 records for 2018 birds.
Northamptonshire also has county recorders for; vascular plants, mammals,
dragonflies, beetles, plant galls, arachnids and lichens. Many of these local experts
have agreed to share their contact details in the support of advice, record ID and
submission. This information will be added to our updated website in 2020.

The centre engages regularly with this recording community and hosts a bi-annual
meeting with our County Recorders. This year, as par of WILDside we hosted two
Bboblitzd and held our first recorders
recorder expert speakers, as well as speakers from théNational Biological Recording
Centre and Rockingham Forest Researcher from the Back from the Brink project.

Throughout WILDside County Recorders played a key role, generously givingtheir
valuable time in recording events, site surveys,talks, workshops, shadowing, training
and as active project board members thus instrumental in steering the delivery of this
project.
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Key Achievements 201920

2.1 Data Holdings Summary

Sites

Staff completed assessment and reporting for five Local Wildlife Site (LWS) surveys
over summer 2019 and attended the 2019 LWS selection panel meeting in February
2020. 39 sites were assessed with new and/or updatedLocal Wildlife Ste (LWS)
citations created from the 2019 survey. Additionally, two Protected Wildflower Verges
lost their status whilst two new Protected Wildflower Verges were created. Local
Wildlife Ste (LWS)database checks and corrections have been completed on 713 site
citations including 621 LWS citations out of 717 held (86.6%). In addition, we have
been working closely with the local geological group with access to existing Local
Geological Ste maps, a GPS unit and training to collect boundary information, to
update our Opointsdéd to O6pol ygoresduthofrthet he
county.

Table 1 Sites information held in NBRC database (updated April 20  20)

Number of Sites

Non Statutory Sites

Local Wildlife Site 717
Potential Wildlife Site 1102
Local Geological Sites 54
Potential Local Geological Site 10
Protected Wildflower Verge 29
Pocket Park 81
Wildlife Trust Reserves 43
Statutory Sites

Site of Special Scientific Interest 57
National Nature Reserve 2
Local Nature Reserve 18
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Habitats

NBRChabitat data is provided, updated, and managed by our partners the Wildlife
Trust BCN GIS layers of 14Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitatsand 4 layers of
additional habitat data is held covering all LWS and SSSI sites in Northamptonshire
There were no changes to the layers this year, in our last annual report we included a
map of habitats information held in NBRC database. Working with our host this
information will be updated during winter 2020-21.

Table 2 Habitats information held in NBRC dat

abase (last updated April 2018)

A
BAP habitats rea

(ha)
Acid Grassland 165
Calcareous Grassland 263
Eutrophic Standing Water
(+2ha) 19890
Floodplain Grazing Marsh 1157
Lowland Fen 140
Lowland Heathland 2.5
Lowland Meadow 691
Lowland Mixed Deciduous
Woodland 4620
Open Mosaics 185
Purple moor grass & rush
pasture 0.8
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Reedbed 33
Traditional Orchards 6
Wet woodland 172
Woodpasture & Parkland 202
Other Habitats

Other Open Water 157
Scrub 295
Undetermined Grassland 1032
Undetermined Woodland 4805
Total BAP habitat 27527
Total Other habitats 6289
All habitats 33816
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Species

This year we reached a landmark achievement of over a million species records in the
NBRC databaseln total, the centre currently now holds 1,072,173 verified & validated
species records inRecorder 6.

Our Millionth Record a Painted Lady butterfly ©David James
Our data sources include:

1 expert county recorders and national recording schemes (including Butterfly
Conservation, UK Caddis Scheme, Wild Otter Trust, Vincent Wildlife Trust,
Natural History Societies etc.)

9 ecologist reports and licence returns (including various local consultants, British
Waterways, Freshwater Habitats Trust etc.)

1 our organisational data sharing partners (including Wildlife Trust BCN, PTES,
Environment Agency)

1 historic paper records

9 irecord *please note that whilst we have access we do not as yet incorporate
these records routinely due to volume of records and current irecord in ternal
checking procedures d direct website submission is still the most efficient route.

We intend to publish our data sources with our data reports in 2020.
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All receivedrecords arevalidated (checksont he oOocompl et eneremrd), accu
and, verified (providing confidence as to the accuracy of identification of what has

been observed) in conjunction with local and national experts before incorporation

into the NBRC Recorder6 databask In rare cases where verification is not possible, the

records will either be omitted until they can be assured or , if required, they are flagged

as unverified so that this can be taken into account in decision making until this can

be corrected. This quality assurance process is imperative in deliveringthe reliable

layers on which our data information services are based, and thereby the informed

local ecological decision-making taken based on this.

! historical records may not hawl undertaken the full quality proceduraswe now have in place for database incoration.
In total 138,000+ records were added 201920 including;

1 63 datasets received in 2019 of which 75% of have been processed and
incorporated into the database.

1 2489 records from the 2019 Local Wildlife Sites surveys

~12,000 records, as generatedthrough our WILDside Project

1 20,000+ of the received butterfly records for 2018 & 2019 (a further 24,000 in
process)

1 100,000+ of the huge plant dataset received in 2016, which the team continue
to quality process and incorporate.

=

Through publishingthe cent r e®és unrecorded 1km &6gaps 1in
online map, we enabled targeted recording and, in just one year, recording effort
reduced these 6gapsd by over 100 squares in

for summer 2020 to aid Northampt ons hi reds citizen scientists
database. We are always working towards the aim of improved biodiversity data
completeness- historic, taxonomic and geographic.

Nor t hampt courgyhdcarderd sipport the NBRC through provision of full
county datasets and annual updates for their taxon groups. The team plan to add a
new county dataset per year, as well asmaintaining annual updates of all full county
datasets held. Along with existing data sharing relationships, in 2020-21 the team
expect to continue to update a significant proportion of the full county plant dataset
totalling over 450,000 records.
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Table 3 Species information updates in NBRC database (updated April 20  20)
County Current date of Last time updated
Dataset records in R6 in Recorder 6 Planned Update
Bryophytes December 2018 Spring 2019 Summer/Autumn 2020
. : In progress and ongoing
Butterflies November 2019 | Spring 2020 in 2020/21 *large dataset
Diptera November 2017 | Winter 2018 Spring 2021
: In progress, expect by
Moths August 2017 Spring 2018 Spring 2021
Water Bugs December 2016 Spring 2017 Autumn/Winter 2020
Plants October 2015 March 2020 In progress and ongoing
in 2020/21 *large dataset
. November 2003 March 2004 Current dataset with
Dragonflies
county recorder
Updated records received
Birds December 2017 Spring 2019 and new county recorder
in 2020. In progress
Hymenoptera New County Recorder as of 2019 Rec_:grds_ undergoing
verification
Amphibians & | Period spanning 2018 NBRC heldGCN data
Reptiles 1905 - 2016 verified
utif National scheme contacted for When received
database access
Lichens National scheme contacted for
database access When received
There is a county recorder for this
Mammals group, but there is currently no Uncertain
exchange of records
There is a county recorder for this
Coleoptera group, but there is currently no Uncertain
exchange of records
. No county recorder for this group In progress, expect
Trich : : .
richoptera National dataset received. complete by Spring 2021
Thereis a county recorder for this
Spiders group, but there is currently no Uncertain
exchange of records
Hemiptera No county recorder for this group Uncertain
Orthoptera No county recorder for this group Uncertain
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2.3 Biological Recording & Engagement

Website, Newsletter & Social Media

The NBRC services pages were updated during the year to includehe new drone aerial
survey service. The online recording facilityis a key feature of the website and available

for signed up members to submit their records aspowered by Indicia (BRC warehouse).
From Apr 2019 & March 2020, this facility has generated 886 records. As part of the
WILDside project the website was enhanced for recorders through. 61 ook out
online surveys for beefly (3 year), swifts (2" year), river mammals (2" year), and
badgers; a PDF version ofthe new WILDside recorders handbook; and an evaluation
page including an embedded video of feedback from members of the engaged
recording community .

Figure 1 Website 01l dooussedsurteysf or €6 species

Join in with our ‘Look out for...." species focused surveys

Although our WILDside project has sadly come to an end, we will be continuing our Look out for...
species focused surveys.

We need you help to find Badgers!

S BADGER GROUP NBRC are hosting the Northamptonshire Badger Group
R mormoes of e Bad survey.

Jictivaly involved in the welfare of
badgers across all Northamptonshire

county, provides advice, and organises rescue and
www.northamptonshirebadgers.co.uk o . .
A —— rehabilitation. Your help is needed to increase and update

This group hold records of badger activity across the

Visit our Website or Sind us on Social Mediaformore information their records. As a small community group, they rely on
[ Iw D volunteers and members of the public to report badger

information. Records of badger activity in the southern
half of the county are particularly needed.

For more information about how you can help and submit your records, please visit our Look out for
Badgers survey page.

As the Drupal7 website was due for a significant update the team took the opportunity

to review the existing website with our steering group alongside wider research into
functionality, platform and themes used by other LERCs. The reviewunanimously
agreed a key and desirable function of the existing website was our online recording

capability, as has been further developed

and overall we were positive about the existing site. Through Environment Agency

t o

funding as partofthe 6| ook out f or 0 |rojectdwe lara btartingathe s ur v e

process of updating our website platform from Drupal 7 to 8. We will include identified
enhancements to accessibility, responsiveness anddevelop the site with embedded
mapping and video. We have also migrated our website to a new webhost, ook, in
order to overcome issues of access control.
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The NBRC newsletter isa bi-annual recording publication , produced in Spring/Summer

and Autumn/Winter . It contains centre updates and national recording news as well as

reportsf r om Nort hamptonshireds andcountyexpedscThe di ng
NBRCmailing list receive this by email/post and it is shared on the NBRC website,

NBRCsocial media pages, through the Wildlife Trust BCN Monitoring and Research

blog, and now also through the Northampton central library.

Figure 2 WILDside Facebook Recording Community

WILDside Recording Community

@ Public group - 193 members

L R QL (320

NBRCsocial media is active and growing. These online platforms are used as a space
for recorders to share, learn and support each other in personal recording. The twitter
account (@_Northants BRC) is updated several times a weewith the latest events,
talks, finds and surveysand has over 600 followers. All social media hasbeen handed
over to the NBRC and the WILDside mailing list was notified of the transfer to NBRC
communications if they wanted to opt -in. The WILDside Recording Community
Facebook group continues as a selfsupporting community as maintained and
moderated by the centre with around 200 members.

WILDside Project

2019 was the final year of the National Lottery Heritage Fund supported WILDside
project. This year the project focussed on the long-term development of the recording
community, relationship building, gaining final evaluation feedback, application of
lessons learnt and sharing the successes.

Engagement was continued this year through public ev ents (Towcester Fun Day)and
talks hosted by the Northamptonshire Natural History S ociety as well as arranging site
survey access for recorders. | n thinYawél nal vy
Quarry and Abingdon Meadows (a return after 10 years).The project also arranged for
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support the LWS surveys widening the taxa recorded as part of these to improve the
invertebrate data alongside plant information as is traditionally reported.

Ryan Clark WILDside Project Coordinator training public n freshwater species
I/dentification at Towcester Fun Day event 2019©Nathalie Hueber

It was also during this final year several workshops were held that focussed on
recording skills development including WILDside badged Wildlife Trust Introduction
to Biological Recording and Train the Trainer, which gave support to local experts in
passing on their skills. Additionally NBRC team, volunteers ad county recorders
benefitted from a bespoke QGIS course for recorders covering the FSCTomBio tools.
The aim of this is to provide support across the whole journey of a recorder & from first
encounter to leader in the field .

The NBRC have built up and equipped a library of resources to support
Northamptonshire recording as informed by recorder feedback of their needs.
Equipment purchased through the project includes a modified leaf blower for suction
sampling, sweep nets, camera traps, GPS unitsstereo and compound microscopes
with projection capabilities, reference guides to support identification and some
teaching sets. This library will beaccessible for access and loan, housed in Lings House
and managed by the record centre team.

Support to online recording has also proved particularly successful, witha notable shift
in how we receive incidental records and the volume received. Our NBRC website
hosted seasonal s pecistogenérateorectardsmwriderreponeé 0
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