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WilLbside...

At the time of our last issue we were awaiting
news from the Heritage Lottery Fund. In the
event that news was good, although HLF’s
proscriptions meant we weren’t able to
announce it for some while afterwards (Thank
you to everyone who responded to our request for
a proposed initial meeting). This also prompted
us to revise our timetable so that it will now be
more in line with our original bid.

Rather than launching the project fully this
month, we will be undertaking a range of pilot
activities, capacity building and promotional work
between now and the end of 2016, employing
the project officer from early in 2017 and having
the full launch in early April.

This means that WILDside will run until late
autumn 2018; giving us the opportunity to
integrate with the Wildlife Trust’s Training
Workshops and with other activities over the
next two years.

With £25k from NBRC, £70k from HLF and a large
quantity of WTBCN/NBRC/volunteer time in
support, WILDside should provide a significant
boost to wildlife recording in Northamptonshire.

A Project Board, with representation from NBRC,
Northamptonshire Natural History Society, the
University of Northampton, WTBCN and the
County Recorders’ Group is due to meet for the
first time in June. The Board will be responsible
for approving detailed project plans, overseeing
spending and monitoring WILDside’s progress.
We're very grateful to everyone who has agreed
to contribute to this.

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre

News - The Larger Moths of Northamptonshire now available.

New NBRC website

We're delighted to announce that our new
website is now up and running, thanks to Rachel’s
determination to get it in place, Nathalie and
James’ support for this, and help from the
Wildlife Trust BCN’s very supportive IT Manager,
Filip Szymanski.

We'll be adding new content and links to a wide
range of recording-related resources over the
coming months, particularly in preparation for
WILDside.

A key feature will be ability to input records via
the website which uses the Indicia-based
template. It's now possible to enter individual
observations or whole sets of records from a
particular site and to set up discrete surveys,
something which we’ll be doing with WILDside,
with the Tiger Moths survey giving us the chance
to pilot this facility.

The recording functions are based on what is
offered in iRecord, which means that they are
uploaded to a secure server run by the Biological
Records Centre. Here they are then available for
registered verifiers to comment on the accuracy
of the identification. This is helped by the facility
to upload photos in support of the record.

Our 2016 Bioblitz will provide us with a first
opportunity for large scale testing of data entry
and verification for those willing to try this out
(although we’ll be pleased to take records in
more established ways too).

Key features of Indicia-based systems are the
opportunity for the observer to pinpoint the
recording location from a detailed map (even
down to a 10 metre square), helping to reduce
location and grid reference errors, whilst making
it easy for verifiers to easily inspect and comment
on records from multiple sources. As well as
helping to encourage new recorders it should
save time and enhance dataset quality.
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NFBR anniversary & new website

This year, the National Forum for Biological
Recording, ‘the independent voice of biological
recording’ is celebrating its 3rd birthday, its
current incarnation, and the 30th anniversary of
the National Federation from which it was
formed. The Forum also has a new website,
which includes all the presentations from its
recent (and excellent - SW) conference ‘National
Schemes and _Societies: Celebrating the Past,
Looking to the Future’; information about its
celebratory event in Shropshire and the
opportunity to join online. Definitely worth
supporting if you want to promote the value of
collecting, sharing and using biodiversity
evidence to others.
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NBN changes, website & plans

Following the untimely death of National
Biodiversity Network CEO John Sawyer last
November, the NBN Trust has now appointed his
successor. Jo Judge has a wildlife research
background, including recent work on badgers
and bovine TB. We wish here every success in
her new role as Chief Executive Officer.

The wide-ranging consultations that led to the
new Network Strategy and Action Plan and the
work of the whole NBN Secretariat over the last
two years has reinvigorated the network. Rachel
Stroud (acting as Interim Chief Exec) and the
entire  NBN team and trustees should be
congratulated on keeping the momentum going.

There are now eight working groups leading on
different aspects of NBN development — and
encouraging wider participation and comment.
An important part of supporting wildlife
recording in Northamptonshire is helping to raise
awareness of its importance nationally, so NBRC
will be involved in some way with several of the
new working groups.
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The NBN website has also had a considerable
facelift since last vyear. There’s now the
opportunity for member organisations to provide
information about their activities and a link to
their own website and/or social media outlets.

Coming soon will also be replacement interfaces
for the NBN Gateway. You can get an idea of
what the new Atlases of Living England and the
Living UK will be like from visiting the Atlas of
Living Scotland. Again, the NBN Secretariat
welcomes comments on what people would like
to see included. Developing something that is
useful for experienced recorders and scheme
organisers as well as educational users and the
general public will be an interesting challenge.

The next few years will be an interesting time for
biological recording and the network, partly in
relation to people’s involvement, the tools and
standards employed in data sharing and
verification and degree of support for biodiversity
evidence within natural capital approaches and
the announced 25 Year Environment Plan.

e You can find the latest WTBCN Research &
Monitoring blog here

e And read Professor Jeff Ollerton’s blog here
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Northants Diptera 2015

Over 2400 records were received for 2015, bringing
the county Diptera records to just over 20,000. The
earliest record of the year was from Tim Newton (TN),
who found the hoverfly Scaeva silenitica in his garden
in Kingsthorpe on 2™ January. This is not a commonly
recorded species in Northants. The only other record
in 2015 was by Kev Rowley (KR) from Hollowell in
August.

The following lists some of the more interesting
records in taxonomic order. Amongst the craneflies,
Nigrotipula nigra was recorded by Brain Harding (BH),
John Showers (JS) and Graham Warnes (GW) at
Irthlingborough Meadows. This is a species associated
with fenlands and is one of a number of fenland
species that have been recorded along the River Nene
where winter flooding occurs. The spectacular Tipula
maxima was recorded at Old Sulehay and Kingsthorpe
North Meadow (KR). Tipula pierrei occurred in the
Pitsford moth trap. This species is scarce in the
Midlands but is associated with eutrophic lakes with
open margins and emergent vegetation. The short-
palped cranefly Erioptera verralli was taken at High
Wood and Meadows (BH). This is almost certainly a
new record for Northants. It is associated with
calcareous soils.

Amongst the solderflies and their allies, the soldierfly
Chorisops nagatomii was taken in the Pitsford moth
trap and KR found Stratiomys singularior at Pitsford.
This species is mainly associated with brackish water
at saltmarshes but does occur inland from time to
time and is the fifth record for Northants.

The long-legged flies (Dolichopodidae) are mainly
associated with wetlands and it was good to find the
scarce Dolichopus cilifemoratus at Irthlingborough
Lakes (BH, JS and GW). It appeared to be a new
record for Northants but when | contacted the
national recorder, Martin Drake, he told me that he
had found it at the riverside meadows near Ashton
several years ago. It is another fenland species. Other
species recorded last year included Neurigona
quadrifasciata and Sciapus platypteris (JS, Yardley
Chase MoD) and Sciapus contristans (BH,
Irthlingborough Lakes).

103 species of hoverfly were recorded. Among the
more interesting records were a single record of
Brachypaloides lentus (KR) in Old Sulehay Forest. This
species is recorded almost annually but in very small
numbers. Also from Old Sulehay were our only two
records of Criorhina berberina and C. floccosa
(Hoverwatch team).
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Xylota sylvarum (Pitsford), a hoverfly whose larval stages are
associated with wet decaying roots of beech (and oak and
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birch) in well-wooded areas.

Mpyolepta dubia (KR) was found at Hollowell at the
beginning of August. These are all dead wood
breeders associated with ancient trees or woodland.
Portevinia maculata, which breeds in the bulbs of
ramsons, was recorded from two new sites: Sulby
Gardens (JS) and Harlestone (KR). The Northants
Diptera Group visited West Hill Farm Estate in the
Hemplow Hills for the first time last year. Despite
poor weather two unusual (for Northants)
Sphaerophoria species were found: S. Batavia (KR)
and S. interrupta (JS).

Volucella inflata, a bee mimic that is currently spreading.

Six species of big-headed fly (Pipunculidae) were
recorded, three coming from the Pitsford moth traps.
These species are under-recorded as they tend to be
low-flying and the current published key is unreliable.
Vouchers will be sent to the national recorder for
verification.

Thick-headed flies (Conopidae) are parasitoids of
bees. Five species were recorded in 2015.

The gall flies (Tephritidae) are an attractive family of
picture-winged flies. Many gall the capitulae (flower
clusters) of members of the daisy family Asteraceae.
15 species were recorded over the year, including
Dithryca guttularis from Twywell Whitestones (JS).
This is a new record for the county database. The
species is associated with Yarrow Achillea millefolium
so | would expect it to be more widely recorded.
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Very few records of Lauxanidae flies are received; they
are tricky to identify and keys are not readily available.
Pitsford did produce the scarce Homoneura
interstincta, which was passed to Martin Drake for
confirmation. The family is generally associated with
rotting vegetation in damp, shady areas.

Many snail-killing flies (Sciomyzidae) are associated
with wetlands and eight species were recorded during
the year.

Leaf-mining flies (Agromyzidae) are more easily
recorded from the mines their larvae produce and
records can be accumulated when conditions for adult
fly recording are not good. 10 species were recorded
in this way during the year. This is a fly family to
which botanists (N.B. - Ed), may easily contribute
records as identification depends largely on accurate
identification of the host plant, there being a limited
number of leaf-mining species to sort out for most
hosts.

Stuart Ball of the Dipterists Forum has recently
launched the National Scathophagidae Recording
Scheme and has provided excellent courses, a web
site, identification keys and an atlas to support it.
Members of the Northants Diptera Group attended a
workshop run by Stuart at Pitsford Reservoir.

It is hoped that this will stimulate more records of this
interesting family. Although the common name for
the family is Dung Fly, they actually have very varied
habits. In 2015 we recorded 9 species. This family is
probably the easiest of the Calypterate flies to get to
grips with.

Of the other Calypterate families we received records
of species of:

e 3 Anthomyiidae

2 Fanniidae (Lesser House Flies)

11 Muscidae (House Flies and allies)

9 Calliphoridae (Blowflies and Cluster Flies)

4 Sarcophagidae (Flesh Flies)
10 Tachinidae (Parasitic Flies)

2016 Hoverfly Events
Here are just three of the many site visits coming up
2016 in connection with our WILDside pilot.

Sun. 19th June — Southfield Farm Marsh, Barton
Seagrave, Kettering.
Sun. 26th June — Sulby Gardens, Sulby.

Sun. 3rd July - Ditchford Meadows & Gravel Pit,
nr. Rushden.

For details of these and subsequent visits, e-mail
showersjohn@gmail.com or call John on 01536 710831
or 07526 749776.
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Amongst the blowflies, Bob Bullock (RB) managed to
photograph the spectacular Cynomya mortuorum at
Pitsford. This is only the third record for the species in
the county, despite its very distinctive appearance.
The fly was close to a dead shrew. Checking recently
dead animals ought to turn up more records of this
species.

After finding a female Tachinid Cistogaster globosa at
Bradlaugh Fields in 2011, two more records of this
scarce species were added in 2015. A female was
found at Twywell Whitestones and a male at Yardley
Hastings Sand Pit (JS). The species is mainly
associated with the chalk of Berkshire and Wiltshire
but does occur sporadically as far North as Northants.
It is notable that all three records were made on
flower-rich, brown-field sites where the ground can
heat up rapidly in sunny conditions. The species is a
parasitoid of the Bishop's Mitre Shieldbug Aelia
acuminata.

The really not very bristly (for a tachinid) fly Cistogaster globoasa,

John Showers

For more see John’s northantsdiptera.blogspot.co.uk blog
and visit http://www.dipteristsforum.org.uk/ too.
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Salcey - A Forest of Fungi

When | retired | decided to take up a hobby which
included all those things I'm passionate about —
exercise, nature and the great outdoors and
photography. | had been a frequent visitor to Salcey
Forest as a runner, walker and cyclist for a number of
years and | was taken by its beauty through the
changing seasons. When | was no longer able to run
so frequently | started to develop my interest in
photography, using my camera to capture the flora
and fauna of the forest. | soon began to notice the
huge variety of fungi and the amazing variety of
colours and forms they took. So, arming myself with a
new macro lens for my Canon DSLR | started
photographing them.

However, being curious by nature just taking pictures
was never going to be enough; | had to know
everything about them. And so my interest in
mycology developed.

| set about the task of photographing, identifying and
recording all the fungi | could find throughout the
forest. It wasn’t long before | realised that this was an
enormous task, firstly because of the large number of
different species but also the difficulty of identifying
one from another. Additionally, the sheer size of
Salcey Forest, at more than 1000 acres, has made this
a lifetime’s undertaking! Some species are obvious
but others require a detailed record of size, shape,
colour, scent and (occasionally and very carefully)
taste. The environment in which they grow, including
the species of nearby trees and vegetation is also
important for identification purposes.

Even then, there are certain species which can only be
definitively identified by microscopic examination and
by their reaction to particular chemical reagents. As
yet, | haven’t progressed to this level so occasionally |
have to accept that | can’t identify a particular fungus
to species level, only genus level.

Having been recording for three years, | have now
identified over 500 different species and continue to
recognise at least one or two new ones every week
during the main season.

The Blue Conecap Conocybe aeruginosa, a rarely recorded species
of a rare colour.

One of the fascinating things to come from this study
of Salcey is the difference between certain areas of
the forest. Some abound with a huge variety of
species whereas others are relative deserts of fungal
life. One area of mixed woodland, close to one of the
forest car parks, abounds with different species of
Milkcaps, Amanitas, Agarics, Brittlegills, Boletes,
Waxcaps and Webcaps. Another large area just a
hundred metres away is virtually devoid of fungi.

Unexpectedly, some of the old pine plantations, which
are normally regarded as being akin to biological
deserts, are host to an amazing variety of fungi, some
of which will only grow in this environment.

Something which is quickly apparent is that there is
often a strong association between certain types of
fungi and species of tree and even between different
species of fungi. Some are very obvious such as the
Brown Birch Bolete Leccinum scabrum always growing
in the proximity of birches.

Other associations are less obvious. | recently
discovered a group of Fly Agarics and whilst
photographing them noticed a number of brightly
coloured Peppery Boletes Chalciporus piperatus. It
seems that these very often grow together in close
proximity, although the reason is not understood. It is
also common to see examples of parasitism where
one fungus uses another as a host. One frequently
encountered in Salcey is the ascomycete fungus
Hypomyces chrysospermus.



This parasitises decaying boletes to produce huge
quantities of brilliant chrome yellow spores.

The bolete eater Hypomyces chrysospermus, an ascomycete
growing parasitically on a bolete fungus.

So, in addition to being great exercise, wandering for
miles around Salcey Forest with my camera and
tripod, identifying different species can be
intellectually quite challenging. However, there is a
community of enthusiastic amateurs and expert
mycologists always on hand through websites such as
Wild about Britain and iSpot to share their
experience and knowledge to help in the
identification of the more unusual finds.

There is always a very real possibility, when exploring
an area of forest as big as Salcey, to discover things
which may be extremely rare, or even entirely new to
science, which adds a certain element of excitement.
The identity of the pink mushroom below remains a
mystery, three years after | photographed it.

Fungus ‘X’ — Will we ever know?

Recording creates an invaluable record of the
biodiversity present in our natural environment and a
useful resource for future generations. | would
certainly recommend it as a fascinating and rewarding
pastime for anyone with a passion for nature and
conservation.

Mike Taylor

You can find more of Mike’s fabulous fungi on his Flickr page.

Other information sources include UK Fungi.

Tiger Moth Survey (Now live!)

Whether by email, postcard or (preferably) the Tiger
moth survey page on our website, we'll be delighted
to receive records of Garden, Wood, Cream-spot,
Jersey, Scarlet and Ruby Tiger and of Cinnabar too.
You're very welcome to encourage others to record
these species too (in connection with promoting
recording more widely via WILDside). You’'ll find
information  about all these species at
http://www.wildlifebcn.org/tigermoths.

The Garden Tiger Arcta caja (MG Banthorpe), an increasingly rare sight in
gardens and countryside.

County Recorder Changes

We'd like to take on this opportunity to pass on our
thanks to David Manning (Micro-moths) and Doug
Goddard (Butterflies) who have each stood down
from their vice-county recorder roles.

Mark Hammond who succeeded John Ward as Macro-
moth Recorder has also taken over from David.
Meanwhile Doug has now handed over to Dave James
(See following pages) but continues to be very active
with the local branch of Butterfly Conservation.

We all owe Doug, David and John a huge debt for all
their efforts over decades. Without them our
knowledge of the county’s wildlife — and the Records
Centre’s database - would be much the poorer.
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Our new VC32 Butterfly Recorder

My name is David James and ever since | can
remember I've had a passion for wildlife. Butterflies
in particular have fascinated me since childhood. |
have recently taken over the role as Northants
butterfly recorder after Doug Goddard recently stood
down to concentrate on other projects within the
local Butterfly Conservation branch. Doug was the
county butterfly recorder for over 30 years and | think
| speak for us all in thanking him for all the hard work
he put in during that time. You can find a mixture of
good and bad news whilst reading his lists of records
dating back to the early 1980s. The last three decades
have seen the Small Blue and the once common Wall
Brown butterfly become extinct in the county, but on
the positive side the White Admiral, Purple Emperor
and, in particular, the Silver Washed Fritillary have
increased in range immensely. | certainly have some
big boots to fill but I'm looking forward to the
challenge!

David James, County Butterfly Recorder (and some rather fine
looking, woodland edge habitat) within Salcey Forest.

We're very lucky in Northants to have a large army of
dedicated volunteers and during the winter months
the local branch carries out work parties at some of
our nature reserves in order to help manage the land
for butterflies. The work parties over the winter
2015/2016 saw us doing considerable work through
scrub clearance at Fermyn Country Park and Twywell
Hills and Dales in areas used by Green Hairstreaks and
both Dingy and Grizzled Skippers. These activities
were very well attended by volunteers and were
intended to encourage the butterflies larval and food
plants to grow. It's certainly a nice feeling when you
return to such areas in the spring and see so many
butterflies making use of the habitat you helped to
create.

We also do very well for recorders in Northants. Since
taking over as county recorder | have been very
encouraged by the numbers of people regularly
sending in records. Almost all of our records are
casual counts as people are out and about but this
year we have tried to encourage some of our
recorders to monitor certain sites local to them
regularly, in order to get to know them really well (the
concept of a site rather than species champion as
used by in other BC branches). We also set up new
dedicated transect walks to work with the UK
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. New count routes have
been set up in Hazelborough Forest, Bucknell Wood
and Salcey Forest this year, and these are already
being monitored regularly.

2015 held mixed results for our butterflies. Purple
Emperor numbers were noticeably down in Fermyn
Wood but on the plus side their overall range is ever
increasing. The Emperor returned to Salcey Forest in
2011 after a 50 year absence. Each year they slowly
increase in numbers. The Black Hairstreak also had a
good year and was recorded at a number of locations
with a small colony being found in Salcey Forest after
also not being recorded there for a number of years.
The most encouraging news though concerns the
Wood White which is doing really well in our area.

A pair of Wood Whites supporting local BC conservation efforts.

The Wood White Project is now entering its third
phase and this will concentrate on the Salcey Forest
Wood White population, so it will be good to see the
results from that. Another project to mention is the
recently announced Back from the Brink initiative
(supported by HLF) which could see the
reintroduction of a very special butterfly back into
Northamptonshire. If the right type of viable habitat
can be found and managed, the Chequered Skipper
(which became extinct in England in 1976) will be
reintroduced back into the Rockingham Forest area.
So, as you can see, we will hopefully be in for some
exciting times in the near future!

David James (@dave b_james)
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2016 Bioblitz - July 16"/17"
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Rachel and WTBCN reserves officer, lan iIbert, risk assessing at

Wilson’s Pits on a rainy day.

This year’s Bioblitz is to be held at what will in future
be known as the Nene Wetlands. The new reserve
will incorporate several areas of wildlife importance
within the Nene Special Protection Area, into a single
unit. ‘Rushden Lakes’, as the area has been known so
far, adjoins what is soon to become a major new
shopping complex. Part of what will be the reserve
will be made easily accessible to people visiting the
shops and part will remain secluded, reflecting its SPA
importance for breeding and overwintering birds.

Our weekend visit will provide an important
opportunity to gather information that will feed into
the management of the new site. The Bioblitz will
focus on the area to the south of ‘Delta Pit’ and the
Wildlife Trust’s existing Wilson’s Pits site. Together
they offer an area with a very wide mix of habitats.

Wet woodland with old wheel ruts to the south of Delta Pit (as
viewed through a very wet camera).

We're hoping to welcome many established and
developing recorders to the site. Thank you for the
confirmations of attendance we’ve already had back.

One of the new reserves’ open ‘laund’ areas with adjoining scrub.

If you’ve not already received an invitation to what
we're expecting to be a really interesting event in July,
do please let us know.

Historic data updates

We followed up on the mention made by Dame
Miriam in the article reprinted in our last issue with
regard to records from Polebrook and Ashton. We
contacted the Ashton Estate, the Natural History
Museum and even the Rothschild Archive. We've
drawn a blank so far but remain hopeful for more
positive news in future. It would certainly be useful to
be able to add these data to the information about
the Polebrook Airfield site where at least one of the
new owners continues to pursue conservation
objectives.

More usefully, we’ve tracked down the records of the
Corby Natural History Society to the Northants
Records Office (an inspection visit is planned soon),
Meanwhile, Leslie Tooby, the former Secretary of the
Daventry Natural History Society has passed the
Society’s records on to us. We've also agree to
digitise a quantity of historic records for the Kettering
and District Natural History Society and have
discovered a quantity of (then) Northamptonshire
Wildlife Trust records that really need to be added to
the county database too.

NBRC Annual Report - Coming soon...

This year, marking NBRC's 10%" anniversary, we
plan to produce a first ever annual report for the
Records Centre. We also plan to discuss with you
how we might expand this in future; providing
reports on all species groups for which there are
active recorders, notable records during the year,
progress with different initiatives etc. This will be
something to consider in the run up to the
autumnal Recorders’ meeting.



Volunteer projects

Tony Drane has provided us with access to the
notebooks of two earlier beetle recorders. Amelia
Kyyprianou has entered the contents of two of these
into spreadsheet format and, thanks to Graham
Warnes, developing an interest in water beetles along
the way. Similarly, Anthony Lambert is digitising a
quantity of records from the Oundle School Natural
History Society’s reports dating back to 1969. We're
extremely grateful; to them both. Anthony now has a
job with the National Trust whilst Amelia is using the
remains of her year out to tour the globe before
completing her degree and looking to also make a
switch to a wildlife conservation career.

Help wanted

If you would be interested in helping with the
digitisation of the contents of old record cards,
reorders’ notebooks and records contained in
management plans and old survey reports we
would be delighted to hear from you.

We will be continuing to create and support volunteer
opportunities over the coming months. Emily’s work
on the Biodiversity Information and Planning
Project (BIPP) continues and with the help of
other volunteers we’re attempting to expand this
into looking at housing schemes, neighbourhood
development plans and local authority strategies,
plans and policies within Northamptonshire.

The #1K3K challenge (follow via Twitter)

Steve is attempting to record 1000 different species
within the ‘recording oblong’ of three 1km squares
that includes NBRC'’s base at Lings. He’s lagging a bit
at present but did find a rather fine Black-headed
Cardinal beetle Pyrochroa coccinea on May 17" within
his central square at SP802638.

Brian Eversham’s much better picture of Pyrochroa coccinea.

Steve has until March to find his thousand. You can
follow his recording progress via our Wildlife
Recording page. And submit your records there too.

ALERC accreditation

One of the other things to keep staff busy at the
Records Centre this year will be the work
required to demonstrate (via documented
procedures etc.) that we meet or exceed the
requirements necessary to achieve accreditation
by the national Association of Local
Environmental Records Centres.

ALERC

Beyond, and in connection with this, we’ll be
looking to see how else we might broaden and
enhance the quality and value of the services we
are able to offer, not least in supporting local
recording activities via what should result from
WILDside.

Next issue deadline: October 312016

Training Courses (& see PondNet Ad below)
The Field Studies Council has a weekend
residential Introduction to Biological Recording at
Malham Tarn in the Yorkshire Dales over 12-14
August.

Visit the WTBCN webpage for information about
the Trust’s local identification sessions. There’s
bound to be something to appeal. (If there’s
something extra you’d like to see training &
support for in future please let us know.)

Recording App

Although many other smart phone apps are now
available there is now a free, general iRecord app
that might suit your needs for iPhone or Android.

Contact Details

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre
c/o The Wildlife Trust BCN

Lings House, Billing Lings, Northampton, NN3 8BE

Tel: 01604 400448, Fax: 01604 784835

Email: nbrc@northantsbrc.org.uk

Website: www.northantsbrc.org.uk

NBRC'’s staff members are Nathalie Hueber, Rachel Tate,
James Skinner & Steve Whitbread.
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What is PondNet?

PondNet is a national volunteer survey network collecting information
about trends in pond quality and pond species, including uncommaon
plants and animals.

The network is being rolled out, county by county, over three
years, sothat by 2018 it covers all of England and Wales.

Make a difference

The aim Is to provide much needed information that will tell us the extent
to which freshwater biodiversity is under threat, and will help to guide
the direction of freshwater policy.

Join a volunteer network to monitor

Recruiting now: ponds and the species they support

Volunteers needed to help survey and meniter Tubular Water-dropwort
and Greater Water=parsnip populations at ponds in Nerthamptonshire

Both Tubular Water-dropwort and Greater Water-parsnip have

decreased dramatically in England and Wales due to changes

. in land management and increasing pollution. We are therefore

particularly interested in monitoring how populations are doing
at sites where we still have recent records.

Anyone can take partin the survey. ho previous
experience reguired.

We will provide training in identification and the survey

Greater Water-parsnip methodology

Sium latifolium

Tubular Water-dropwort
DOenanthe fistulosa

If you can help, or for more information please contact Pete Case
Regional Project Officer for Central England (details below)

Selecting a site to survey:

* You canchose one of our pre-selected survey sites. These sites are known to support the species and all
you have to do is record abundance. We arrange landowner permissions and once you've signed up, we'll
send you a survey pack with all the information and survey forms you need to carry out the survey.

* If you can'tfind a site that suits from this list, choose your own pond where you know the species occurs,
and using the standardised survey forms add it to the PondNet network.

* Afterwards, enter your data online or return your completed survey forms to us.

Pete Case: Regional Project Officer for Central England
E: pcase@freshwaterhabitats.org.uk

PondNet is one of three projects within Freshwater Habitats Trust's ENGLAND
People, Ponds and Water Project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund
Visit the webpage for more information: www freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/pondnet
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