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NBRC News 
 
We are pleased to let you know, in case you 
haven’t already heard, that Nathalie Hueber had 
her baby on the 24th June, a baby boy, Callan, 
weighing in at 6lb 4oz.  We would like to send our 
best wishes to Nathalie and her family. She is 
planning to be back from maternity leave on 1st 
April 2014.  James Skinner is currently covering 
some of Nathalie’s time so we will have James as a 
full time staff member until the end of June 2014, 
Rachel 3 days per week and Jackie 2 days per 
week until the end of March 2014.   
 
Over the last year or so discussions have been 
ongoing between the three Local Record Centres 
and our hosts, the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Northamptonshire, about 
recruitment of a Business Development Manager to 
develop the financial stability and strategic vision of 
the three Local Record Centres into the future.  
Unfortunately we have been unsuccessful in 
recruiting anyone to this role and have decided to 
recruit a permanent, Centre Manager for the NBRC, 
3 days a week, to take over the management of the 
NBRC from Jackie who is currently on secondment 
from the Bedfordshire & Luton Biodiversity 
Recording and Monitoring Centre.  With additional 
time, we hope the new manager will be able to 
develop the financial stability of the NBRC and 
continue with the development and management 
role that Jackie has filled over the last year. 
 
Over the last 6 months we have been incredibly 
busy with data enquiries, having dealt with around 
313 this year which is 83 more than last year, and 
an average of 6 per week. 
 
We have continued with our work on the Local Sites 
database to ensure that all the site citation 
information is accurate and up to date – and in one 
place, which is taking longer than planned, however 
we are making good progress. We have also been 
very busy cleaning up our Recorder database 
checking and removing duplicate and inaccurate 
records and importing new datasets.  We now have 
the full Macro Moth dataset in our database and are 
in the process of uploading the Micro Moths. 

 
We would like to say a special thank you to all our 
County Recorders who have helped us over the last 
6 months or so in verifying records for us. We have 
started to regularly send our County Recorders the 
incidental records that are sent to us and plan to 
continue this.  There may be a slight delay over 
Christmas, but we hope to get the last few months 
records to you soon.  We hope you find these 
records useful too! 
 

 

Mousetail (Myosurus minimus) 

refound in Northamptonshire. 
 

Brian Laney reports his recent re-find. 
 

In the new Flora of Northamptonshire & the Soke of 
Peterborough, Mousetail (Myosurus minimus) was 
last recorded in Northamptonshire in 1979.  I have 
discovered that Bob Bullock had a record for the 
15th May 1981 at Whitehills Northampton, next to 
the school fence, however even with this more 
recent record it’s not been recorded officially in the 
county for over 30 years. 
 
My re-find was on the 30th March 2013 in the shrub 
border at St James Retail Park off Towcester Road 
in Northampton. The plants were not in flower then 
but I did recognise the spider like rosettes. I went to 
see them in flower on the 2nd May 2013 after a tip 
off from John Minney. I collected 3 plants to bring 
into cultivation of which I have many seedlings at 
the moment, some of which have gone to Moulton 
College. Sadly the population in the shrub border at 
the retail park got wiped out by weedkillers. I will be 
checking the site in 2014 to see if anything 
reappears. 

 
Mousetail (Myosurus minimus) 
 
 

Brian Laney 



 

2013 Bioblitz at Fawsley Park 
 

This years’ 24 hour recording event took 

place at the Fawsley Park Estate.   
 
This year NBRC held its annual BioBlitz event on 
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd June 2013 at Fawsley 
Park (SP565570) near Daventry. We would like to 
thank everyone who participated and contributed to 
this very successful event.  

Fawsley Park is a large area of parkland crossed by 
a public footpath with several features of wildlife 
interest. These include lakes, woodland, stands of 
swamp next to the lakes, sheep-grazed ridge and 
furrow grassland, old stone walls and mature 
parkland trees. 

The area of the estate that we decided to focus the 
recording effort on is a large area of about 206 
hectares that includes eight local wildlife sites and 
two potential wildlife sites.  Therefore, there was an 
awful lot of ground for our volunteer recorders to 
cover. 

A total of 964 observations were recorded during 
the event providing a list of 503 different species for 
the site.  Our current species list for this site has 
now been increased by 337 to a total of 689 almost 
doubling the number of species we have in our 
system for this site.  These records will help to 
provide important information about the biodiversity 
of the estate. 

We are expecting to increase these numbers, as 
clearly not all taxon groups can be recorded in one 
season, such as the bryophytes (e.g mosses) which 
are recorded during the colder, wetter months. 

 
 
Sweep netting, Fawsley Park 

 
 
 
 

Some of the species we didn’t have records for 
before the event are notable and are listed in the 
table below: 
 

Taxon 

Latin 

Name 

Taxon 

Common 

Name 

Taxon group 

NBRC Designated 

Notables - Short 

Names 

Columba 

oenas 

Stock 

Pigeon 
bird Bird Amber 

Larus 

fuscus 

Lesser 

Black-

backed 

Gull 

bird Bird Amber 

Sterna 

hirundo 

Common 

Tern 
bird Bird Amber 

Turdus 

viscivorus 

Mistle 

Thrush 
bird Bird Amber 

Prunella 

modularis 

Hedge 

Accentor 
bird 

Bird Amber, NERC 

S.41, UK BAP 

2007 

Turdus 

philomelos 

Song 

Thrush 
bird 

Bird Red, NERC 

S.41, UK BAP 

2007 

Nyctalus 

noctula 

Noctule 

Bat 

terrestrial 

mammal 

NERC S.41, UK 

BAP 2007, WACA-

Sch5_sect9.4b, 

WACA-

Sch5Sect9.4c 

Pipistrellus 

pygmaeus 

Soprano 

Pipistrelle 

terrestrial 

mammal 

NERC S.41, UK 

BAP 2007, WACA-

Sch5_sect9.4b, 

WACA-

Sch5Sect9.4c 

Bufo bufo 
Common 

Toad 
amphibian 

NERC S.41, UK 

BAP 2007 

Lepus 

europaeus 

Brown 

Hare 

terrestrial 

mammal 

NERC S.41, UK 

BAP 2007 

Stenus 

(Metatesnus

) 

butrintensis 

Stenus 

(Metatesnus

) 

butrintensis 

insect - 

beetle 

(Coleoptera) 

Notable 

Plateumaris 

affinis 

Plateumaris 

affinis 

insect - 

beetle 

(Coleoptera) 

Notable-B 

 
The group with the most species recorded were the 
vascular plants with 205 species followed by true 
flies with 97 species recorded. Next are the beetles 
with 68 species recorded and the birds with 45 
species recorded.   

Nathalie Hueber 



One of the highlights of the Bioblitz was the re-
discovery of Upright Chickweed (Moenchia erecta), 
last seen in the county in 1877. Brian Laney found 
the species at Fawsley Park where it has not been 
recorded before. 

 

Upright Chickweed (Moenchia erecta) 

Unfortunately we had a very poor moth count this 
year with only 8 species being recorded. This was 
despite eight moth traps being run, including two 
that were left on site over-night. The 
Northamptonshire Moth Group commented that, 
“This reflects the truly awful year for moths so far, a 
pattern that is sadly being reported from most parts 
of the UK.” At previous events the number of moth 

species recorded has been between 60 and 80.   

Also notably absent were any records for the 7-spot 
Ladybird (Coccinella septempunctata) which has 
been the most commonly recorded beetle in past 
years.  The most frequently recorded beetles this 
year were a Green Nettle Weevil (Phyllobius 
pomaceus) and the 14-spot Ladybird (Propylea 
quattuordecimpunctata). The most common 
butterflies recorded were the Orange Tip 
(Anthocharis cardamines) and the Small White 
(Pieris rapae) and the most common birds recorded 
were the Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) and the 
Green Woodpecker (Picus viridis), both of which 

have held the top spot in previous years.  The most 
commonly recorded true fly was the Tapered Drone 
Fly (Eristalis pertinax). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall this years’ Bioblitz event was a successful 
event with more records anticipated to add to the 
growing species list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparing for the Bat Transect, Fawsley Park 
 

 

Himalayan Balsam Survey 2013 
 

Pink Invaders On The River Nene 

 
You may remember that last summer we were 

involved in a project with the Environment Agency 

and ran a public survey to find out where 

Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), is 

growing along the River Nene. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to say thank you to everyone who 
took part and sent us their records.  The map below 
shows all the locations that we received records for 
– over 80 in total, the different sized squares show 
the different resolution of grid references that were 
sent.  It’s interesting that all of the sightings sent to 
us were for the River Nene or its tributaries 
between Northampton and Oundle.  We will be 
passing the information on to the Environment 
Agency. 
 
 

Rachel Tate 

Katharine Banham 

Brian Laney 

Brian Laney 



 
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2013 

 

If you have any records still to send us please do, 
our online form http://tinyurl.com/NBRC-Himalayan-
Balsam is still available, or you can contact us 
using the details at the end of the newsletter. 
 

2014 Bioblitz 

 
Date for your diary.... 

 
As discussed at our recent Recorder’s meeting, we 
are hoping to run our next Bioblitz at Halse Copse 
and Meadow near Helmdon, Brackley (SP572421) 
on the 18th May (and the evening of the 17th May).  
The area will possibly be affected by High Speed 2 
development so it would be great to visit before it's 
too late!  Further details will be sent out nearer the 
time and we would love to see you there. 
 

Contact Details 
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre 
c/o The Wildlife Trust BCN 
Lings House, Billing Lings, Northampton, NN3 8BE 
Tel: 01604 400448, Fax: 01604 784835 
Email: nbrc@wildlifebcn.org 
Website: www.northantsbrc.org.uk 
 

Thank you for your contributions  
 

Jackie Ullyett 
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